Wapke Feenstra lives and works in Rotterdam NL, and is the daughter of a farming family. She is co-founder of the ‘myvillages.org’ artist association which operates with and through rural networks. Her work explores the direct physical and mental environment by tapping into local knowledge. After finishing a post-graduate at the Jan van Eyck Academy, Maastricht NL, she was one of the initiators of the platform NEsTWORK during Manifesta 1 in Rotterdam NL. In 1998 her first digital story collection called `Verhalen van Dordrecht` was launched: It is still active and run by citizens. Wapke Feenstra’s work can be experienced in a museum collection (SPOT 2001-2002, Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam NL), as a travel book (The Best Place 2007) or as a digital tree collection www.webxylotheek.nl (from 2004). With Antje Schiffers and Kathrin Böhm (myvillages.org) she was an artist-in-residence at Grizedale Arts UK in 2007, and since then they have cooperated in the rural trade network International Village Shop, which addresses issues of production, land and value. They screened their Village Produce Films at the Royal Academy of Arts, London UK (2008) and the Museum of Image and Sound, Sao Paulo BR (2009). In 2008 Feenstra developed Former Farmland, an ongoing project manifest during EXPO´08 in Zaragoza ES and Ars Electronica in Linz. The artist is currently collating the experiences of those who have a connection to former farmlands within Oldenburg.
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